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The Bomb Drop
	Japan wanted control and power.  The United States put a trade embargo on Japan’s scrap metals and oil, thus hurting its ability to continue war with China.  Gradually, Japan decided to bomb Pear Harbor and temporarily handicap America’s fleet.  This would help but them time to find resources somewhere else, without trouble.  With Japan out of control, America needed a way to end the war and fast.  An invasion of Japan would have too many American casualties.  Therefore, President Harry S. Truman demanded that the atomic bomb be used to take out japan (History.com Staff).  The city of Hiroshima was chosen to be the target because of its military importance.  America was hoping that by knocking out an important city, with a nuclear weapon, it would cause Japan to surrender and end the war.  Even though in the bombing of Hiroshima many lives were lost, it was necessary to use the atomic bomb.
	Secretary Stimson said, “[the atomic bomb] should prove a tremendous aid in the shortening of the war against Japan (Shalett),” and he was right. Japan was in such that soon after the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, they soon after announced their surrender.  The atomic bomb was crucial in stopping the war from continuing.  If the war had endured, many more lives would have been lost, and Japan would have kept trying to take over.  The United States fire bombed Tokyo killing an estimated 100,000 people (Dietrich).  This bombing did not stop the Japanese or make them reconsider ending the war. Consequently the use of a nuclear weapon was the only thing potent enough to stop Japan.
	The United States gave Japan their terms for surrender, and the Japanese promptly rejected it.  Japan had a chance to peacefully and safely surrender with out the loss of so many lives, and they did not take it.  In the terms of surrender, the Japanese were warned that rejection would mean destruction. President Truman said, “… they may expect a rain of ruin from the air the like of which has never been seen on this earth” (Shalett).  They did not heed his words and so they must endure the consequences.
	With the use of the atomic bomb came a lot of destruction and horror.  This prevented the use of nuclear-arms in the future (Dietrich).  The damage and the fatalities were significant.  In the book Hiroshima, by John Hersey he recounts some of the damage.  “The casualties were pouring in from the doors.  Before long, patients lay and crouched on the floors of the wards and the laboratories and all other rooms, and in the corridors, and on the stairs, and in the front hall, and under the porte-cocheré, and  on the stone front steps, and in the driveway and the courtyard, and for blocks each way in the streets outside” (Hersey).  The destruction and devastation is so much more than one can imagine.  Wounded and dead people laying everywhere, and everyone’s belongings were lost in the rubble.  The use of an atomic bomb is not taken lightly because we have seen what it produces and it has not been used since.
	A demonstration of the atomic bomb could have been used to show power and destruction, without the loss of innocent lives.  Hiroshima was said to be the target of the bomb because it was an important military base (Truman), the civilian to troop ratio was 6:1 (Dietrich).  An evacuation of Hiroshima would have saved the lives of about 135,000 people (Atomic Archive), but could America afford to take the risk?  The development of the atomic bomb cost $2 billion (Szidard) and America only had 2 of them made so far.  If the bomb ended up failing, and was a dud, then the U.S. would lose credibility and power.  This would make the U.S. seem less threatening or even weak, putting it in a position to be attacked.  There is no guarantee, that without utter destruction and loss of life, that Japan would feel threatened enough to stop the world war.
	The use of the atomic bombs in Hiroshima and Nagasaki started the race for nuclear weapons.  Other countries got into a rush to create their own nuclear-arms.  No country wanted the disadvantage of another country having a monopoly over the bomb.  Carl Sagan said, “Imagine a room awash in gasoline, and there are two implacable enemies in the room.  One of them has nine thousand matches.  The other has seven thousand matches.  Each of them is concerned about who’s ahead, who’s stronger.” This is the kind of race that the use of the atomic bomb started.  Each country was feeling insecure, and the need for more power than the other.
	Before the United States commenced plans for the creation of the atomic bomb in 1904, Albert Einstein warned the U.S. of Nazi Germany’s research into nuclear-arms (History.com Staff).  This did not stop the U.S in any way.  If anything, this information motivated them to finish before Germany.  If the United States had not used the atomic bomb, Germany would have.  It is better that the race was won by the U.S. so that it had the power to use it, instead of staying out of the race and having Germany possess the great power of nuclear weapons and be the first to use it.
	When the atomic bomb was created and used, it stunted the development of the hydrogen bomb.  Scientists had less of a desire to work on the bomb and therefore it slowed down the process for five years (Szildard).  Eventually the bomb would have been created though, it was just a matter of time.
	Japan was power hungry.  There was no other option than to use nuclear weapons, such as the atomic bomb.  The bomb created such devastation that Japan had no other choice than to surrender.  The United States had given Japan a chance to surrender but they did not take it.  Using the atomic bomb started a race for nuclear weapons; but if we did not start it, then who would have?  We needed to be in possession of the power that came with the atomic bomb.  A demonstration of the bomb would have saved lives, but was way too risky to attempt.  To sum up there are many contributing factors that account to the point, that the bomb that was dropped on Hiroshima was completely necessary to end the world war, and the United States made the right call.  Even if it was a gamble at the time, it worked out in the end.
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