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Development of the character Stephen Kumalo
in the book Cry, the Beloved Country
Cry, the Beloved Country is a book that shows the trials of South Africa through the eyes of one native.  During the book the protagonist, Stephen Kumalo, is transformed.  He goes through depressing and joyful times that make him stronger and grow as a person.  Stephen Kumalo under goes a change in his relationship with his son and views on the tribal system.  He also has a difference in his understanding of the white man, James Jarvis.
	Stephen Kumalo realizes that the tribe is broken and it won’t be mended any more.  This scares him because the life in a tribe is all he knows.  After being in Johannesburg, and seeing all the crime, he notices there is no tribe there, and Ndotsheni is headed in the same direction.  When Stephen returns to Ndotsheni he knows the tribe cannot be mended, but still hopes for a better future for the people and the land.
	At the beginning of the book Stephen Kumalo has no relationship with his son, Absalom.  As the story develops they come to know one another more. Absalom has gone to the big city to find, Gertrude, his aunt and her child. Kumalo gets a letter concerning his sister and decides to go find her; hoping to find his son in the meantime.  When Kumalo finally finds Absalom, he is delivered concerning news that Absalom shot and killed Arthur Jarvis.  Reverend Kumalo is shocked by the announcement of his son, but still does everything that he can to help.  Even though Absalom did some awful things, such as stealing and shooting Arthur, Kumalo still loves his son.  After Kumalo does all that he can, Absalom is sentenced to be hanged.  At the end of the book Kumalo goes up on the mountain to pray, for his son and his sins, so that he can be at peace.
	Stephen Kumalo knew James Jarvis as the white farmer who lived up on the hill.  This was changed when Kumalo found out that his son, Absalom, killed Arthur Jarvis.  When Kumalo first saw James after the news about Arthur he was afraid and could barely speak.  He trembled and had to sit down in fear.  Not until after Absalom’s trial, did Kumalo see the real charity and kindness of James Jarvis.  James gave Kumalo’s people many gifts even after what had happened to his son.  This shows that Jarvis isn’t stuck on the fact that a native killed his son, but that he cares more about his son’s legacy in trying to do the right thing.
	Stephen Kumalo had a rough time when he was in the city, but this helped him grow and advance in ways that he never would have if he had not gone.  He ended up finding his son and changing their relationship for the better.  When he went into the city he came to a new realization about the tribal system and how it is broken and will never be mended again.  Kumalo came to understand James Jarvis in a different way than he would have ever expected.  In the end of the book Stephen Kumalo went through rough trials that made him greater.  Even though his son has been killed, the future is still looking up for him and the people of Ndotsheni.
